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A true story that is both uniquely moving and exceptionally inspiring, Emergence is the first-hand
account of a courageous autistic woman who beat the odds and cured herself. As a child,
Temple Grandin was forced to leave her "normal" school and enroll in a school for autistic
children. This searingly honest account captures the isolation and fears suffered by autistics and
their families and the quiet strength of one woman who insisted on a miracle.

About the AuthorTemple Grandin is the author of the New York Times bestsellers Animals in
Translation and Animals Make Us Human, as well as Thinking in Pictures, Humane Livestock
Handling, Improving Animal Welfare, and The Autistic Brain. Dr. Grandin’s humane livestock
facility designs have been adopted all over the world, and she is a consultant on animal welfare
to several segments of the fast food industry. Her work has been featured on NPR, 60 Minutes,
and The Today Show and in the New York Times and Time and Discover magazines. The story
of her life was made into an Emmy Award-winning HBO movie titled Temple Grandin. Dr.
Grandin is a Professor of Animal Science at Colorado State University.
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K. L Sadler, “Unique insight into the world of someone with autism.. There are not enough words
or good enough words to describe this book, or the person who wrote this book. I have been
aware of the presence of Temple Grandin for some years now. I have read about her in Oliver
Sack's books. I have seen journalistic shows concerning her on television. I have known that she
is considered autistic (been diagnosed as that)and that she had a Ph.D. and works with animals,
primarily livestock. All of this information predisposed me to be interested in her life, and ready to
admire her for everything that she has accomplished.However, it was not until my own nephew
was diagnosed as having a developmental delay problem of his own, Asperger's, that I actually
sought out more information about Temple Grandin and autism. In studying neuroscience, we
just barely scratched the surface of this disability, and I remember thinking that this was an area
of great dissent and of great need. Above all, there is an obvious need to hear from those who
have autism. There are many books out there by parents, by physicians and scientists, by
educators and psychiatrists. But there are few books by those who live the life of someone with
autism. As a deaf person I know that those who would understand what it is like to be deaf in a
hearing world cannot possibly imagine the problems, the obstacles, and even the joys which
come with my differences. So I am also aware that I cannot understand other disabilities and
differences unless they are told to me by someone who has actually been through it
themselves.Grandin does a great service to those with autism and those who have loved ones
with autism or developmental delay disabilities. By allowing us access into her world, and
explaining why she 'behaved' certain ways in certain circumstances, it allows others to
comprehend the absolutely mind-boggling over-stimulation that these persons are exposed to.
Not only does it aid in understanding and allow us to reserve judgement (rather than
condemning these children as uncontrollable), it may help those who are exploring the
neuroscience accounting for autism as well as lead to the development of educational and
behavioral methodologies which can assist these children to meet their potentials and fulfill their
lives. It also helps all of us to realize that differences do not necessarily have to be
negative.Temple Grandin and her mother are examples of what can be accomplished through
love and education. Grandin was helped on her path by her mother and good teachers, but she
also helped herself by educating herself on all possible fronts as to why she reacted and
behaved (and how to control those reactions and behaviors). I can only begin to imagine the
difficulties that both she and her mother faced in overcoming her problems, and making the
most of her abilities. This book is necessary reading for all parents of children with these
disabilities, for those who work with them in education and in psychiatry. I have now added Ms.
Grandin to my list of people I admire, up there with Lincoln, Helen Keller, and Albert Schweitzer.
She is an inspiration to us all of what can be done with hard work and perseverance. As she
stated "Children, including the autistics, are not static"...all children and all people can always be
taught and can achieve more. It is only the prejudices of others that are allowed to dictate what



any child can or cannot accomplish.Karen Sadler,Science Education,University of Pittsburgh”

Annadolyn, “Wonderful book. The personal stories and insights are very helpful--a wonderful
book. I highly recommend it.As an added bonus: If you choose to purchase this book here, like I
did, you may get lucky like me and the quizzes in the back are pre filled out, saving you all the
work from having to do them yourself, despite the book being labeled as "New" and it being sold
for full price. In today's hectic world, I appreciate little things like this. Anywhere where I can save
time is a good thing!”

Mary E. Godfrey, “Life-changing book for young adults struggling to find their place in the world..
Absolutely love Temple's books. She is a visual thinker and explains visual thinking explicitly. I
disagree with those who state she "cured" herself. She did not cure herself. She learned that
people of all backgrounds and thinking styles are important. She learned how and where she
could fit in this world and that different does NOT mean less. She states that if she had a chance
to not have autism, she would not choose it. She loves how she thinks, loves her unique
perspective of the world. Wow. This, to me is a must have, especially for young adults who have
been labeled with a "disability" and struggle understanding that different does not mean less.
This book will change their perspective on life, give them hope and show them that everyone is
important.”

retired guy, “A butterfly emerges.... Temple Grandin's story in her own words gives us an
unparalled look inside the mind of the autistic individual. As the parent of a highly successful
Aspergers child, I can finally understand what I had to intuit during the long and difficult years of
being a parent during my child's middle and high school years. The insight into the workings of
Ms. Grandins mind, her unique methods of processing information, the stunning revelation of the
importance of physical sensory data taking primacy over abstract reasoning, and her integration
of the the two make for a world view that is amazing. The number of casually dropped facts
about the autistic preferences for comfort in everyday life will make life so much easier for
families with an autistic child and those who work with autistic families and adults. Lovers of
personal memoirs and readers of popular science will love this book. Do your child a favor and
read parts of this book to them.”

RMC, “Biographical Early Autism Experience. One of the few biographical books covering the
early years of someone with a significant case of autism, Temple's book tells a lot and you
should read it if you have a high level of interest in the spectrum However, for understanding the
reality of the situation for young children, you will learn more form Donna Williams first book,
"Nobody, Nowhere."”

David Weimer, “Good book. I watched the movie, Temple Grandin, and wanted to read her
books. Her book, "Thinking in Pictures," was good, although it had a lot of useful information for



autistic people and their families that I didn't need. "Emergence" was more anecdotal and I got a
lot out of it.I recommend watching the real Temple Grandin on YouTube; there are many clips of
her talking at autism conferences and animal treatment conferences, as well as a five-part BBC
documentary. I like her outlook.I want to read "Animals in Translation" next. It's her latest book, I
think, and a friend told me it is a great book.”

Susan Wells, “MUST READ. You should read this book, you need to read even If you don’t know
anyone who has autism one day you may and reading this will help you understand them! if you
don’t know anyone who has autism one day you may end knowing them. It will help you
understand that  respected more”

Ebook Library Reader, “A must read!!!! Temple you are .... A must read!!!! Temple you are my
hero! Thank you for helping all of us learn through the years how to work with children with
autism and showing the world it's ok to be who you truly are. May all your dreams come true. For
my Many friends that don't read (?) I just have to have them watch the movie Temple Grandin.”

Rob Wood, “An Inspiring Book and a Good Companion To Grandin's "Thinking In Pictures". In
"Emergence" Temple Grandin gives a good overview of her life from toddler through to the
beginning of middle age. She describes well how her autism affected her perception,
understanding, and emotions, and how she learned, with the help of a very engaged mother and
later a very caring teacher, to adapt to a neurotypical world. Particularly fascinating is her
description of how she learned to use her autistic viewpoint to understand not only the mental
processes of other human beings but also the perceptions and thought processes of
animals.She is an inspiring woman who has turned her autism, a condition people usually think
of as a disability, into what is essentially a powerful set of alternative mental and psychological
thinking engines, and used it to build an impressive career as one of the most successful
designers of humane livestock handling systems in the World, as a Professor of Animal Science,
as a best-selling writer, and as an activist for the rights of people on the autistic spectrum.I have
given this book four stars for two reasons: 1) although it is an enlightening and engaging read it's
rather short and 2) it would benefit from the introduction of more descriptions of Grandin's
intensely visual thinking style and of how she developed her other visualisation talents, and of
her autistic thinking styles in general.Grandin's book "Thinking in Pictures" describes her visual
thinking skills in depth and detail, and makes a very good companion to "Emergence" - if you
buy one book I would recommend you buy the other with it. Perhaps one day she will integrate
them into a unified five star book.As the ex-Partner and present good friend of a woman who is
high-functioning autistic with visualisation skills similar to Temple Grandin's, and as a middle
aged man awaiting assessment for the condition myself I have found this book and others by
Temple Grandin particularly helpful.I strongly recommend it.”



A. R. Morris, “H.A.R.P - Great Read - 4 Years After Purchasing. Grandins first publication and the
first, co-authored, publication from an autistic person in the English speaking world. An excellent
read but if your interested in Grandin it's probably worth checking her later books and coming
back to this one. - Antony Morris, H.A.R.P”

Julie Day, “Inspirational story for Aspies and autistics. This is an inspirational story of a child
labelled autistic who went on to become the owner of her own company which makes cattle
products. A story about an autistic child who became fixated on one thing, and made it her own,
which helped her cope with life's challenges to her. A must read for newly diagnosed autistics
and Aspies.”

soteria, “Love Temple Grundin most admired. Love Temple Grundin most admired. Enjoyed
reading her book and getting better understanding - insight - on autism.Open honest account.”

georgetea, “Fascinating true account. Warmly written and fascinating account of growing up with
and learning how to cope with autism. Temple Grandin has overcome a mountain of difficulties
and achieved so much.”

The book by Matthew VanFossan has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 209 people have provided
feedback.
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